
The NanoTube is a collection of short videoclips, 
interviewing specialists around Europe who work 
with nanotechnologies in different ways. Physicists, 
chemists, toxicologists, philosophers, artists, 
sociologists, industrialists and policy makers shed 
light on how they think nanotechnologies will 
impact society. Taken together, the clips express 
the variety of hopes, dreams, fears and concerns 
associated with nanotechnologies.

The videoclips were produced by partner Studio HB 
as part of the public communication activities within 
the NanoDiode project. These activities sought 
to transcend binary positions ‘for’ or ‘against’ 
nanotechnologies, and instead present an all-partial 
perspective, displaying a range of visions on the 
ways in which nanotechnologies could impact our 
society, without dictating which perspective is more 
relevant or important.

The NanoTube expresses this all-partial perspective. 
It presents all the different contributions 
indiscriminately, gives them equal time, and does 
not frame or direct the contribution. One might be 
concerned that this lack of direction may leave the 
viewer clueless as to the purpose of these clips – 
but to some extent, that is precisely the point. The 
interviews offer a menu of thoughts and opinions; 
it is up to the viewers to make sense of it all and 
make up their own mind on nanotechnologies. The 
clips aim to arouse curiosity by not explaining what 
to look for, but simply offering a bewildering range 
of ideas. 

The clips have been published on the NanoDiode 
website and a dedicated Youtube channel. Filming 
and release of the clips was broadcast via social 
media. The clips were used during different kinds 
of events such as the NanoBazaar and stakeholder 
dialogues, and were incorporated in other web-
sites1 resulting in more than 12.250 views.
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•  56 physicists, chemists, toxicologists, philosophers, artists, sociologists, industrialists and 
policy makers from 12 countries around Europe

• 7.250 hits on YouTube, 5.000 views during events from NanoDiode and others
• The videos are available at: http://www.nanodiode.eu/videos/ 

1. see for example: http://www.nanoimmunotech.eu and http://www.project-sas.com



Observations
During production, Studio HB travelled throughout 
Europe to meet a range of experts with widely 
divergent backgrounds. Interviewees were also 
asked to suggest new candidates, broadening the 
networks and insights from different disciplines. 
Stakeholders responded differently to the invitation. 
Some interviewees were slightly apprehensive to 
discuss their views in front of a camera. They were 
aware of the power of the media and concerned 
about the possibility of being misrepresented. The 
standard template for editing the clips helped to 
take away some of these concerns. Researchers 
were mostly open to discuss their work and their 
views on the role of nanotechnologies in society. 
Industrial partners were sometimes more hesitant, 
being uncertain about possible public responses 
to their views. Civil society organisations were 
also more difficult to reach. They have limited 
resources, and have to weigh the importance of 
nanotechnologies against other priorities.  

Collectively, the interviews illustrate the 
variety of hopes and concerns associated with 
nanotechnologies. For some, nanotechnologies are 
the start of a new technological revolution, with 
all the social disruption that comes along with it. 
For others, it is simply the continuation of existing 
trajectories towards integration in physics, chemistry 
and biology. 

The NanoTube does not draw conclusions whether 
nanotechnologies are good or bad, old or new, 

real or imaginary – it merely displays the wealth 
of competing views out there. It supports the 
design of outreach and communication activities 
for nanotechnologies that acknowledge diversity, 
embrace complexity and incite curiosity, enabling 
European citizens to make up their own mind about 
nanotechnologies rather than telling them what to 
think.

The NanoTube displays a range of visions on the ways in 

which nanotechnologies could impact our society, without 

dictating which perspective is more relevant or important.

Visiting Elettra Sincrotrone Trieste – Dec 2014

NanoDiode is a project for outreach and dialogue on nanotechnologies, funded by the European Commission.  

From July 2013 to June 2016, NanoDiode has organised a range of engagement activities across Europe, involving stakeholders in 

a dialogue on the funding, performance and outcomes of nanotechnologies research.

The NanoDiode fact sheets present the different activities carried out as part of the project and discuss the main findings and 

recommendations. This is nr 11 of a series of 14 fact sheets, see: www.nanodiode.eu/factsheets.

NanoDiode is a Coordination and Support Action funded by the European Union under the NMP Cooperation Work Programme, 

Grant Agreement n° 608891.
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