
The NanoDiode project establishes a programme for 
outreach and dialogue to support the responsible 
development of nanotechnologies in Europe. The 
consortium brings together a range of stakeholders 
including industry, civil society organisations, research-
ers from the natural and the social sciences and artists. 

From July 2013 to June 2016, the NanoDiode pro-
ject has organised a wide range of outreach and 
dialogue activities. Different work packages ad-
dressed different stages of the research and innova-
tion process: from policy making and research to 
the diffusion of research outcomes in society.  

WP2 INSPIRE initiated engagement and dialogue 
at the ‘upstream’ level of nanotechnology research 
policy, organising a survey on public perceptions, 
a school competition and a series of citizens’ 
dialogues on nanotechnologies;  

WP3 CREATE sought to enable processes of co-
creation at the ‘midstream’ level of concrete nano-
technology research and innovation processes, or-
ganising a series of 3rd generation deliberative 
processes, user committees and regulatory re-
search workshops throughout Europe;

WP4 EDUCATE aimed to professionalise nanotech-
nology education and training, identifying and se-
lecting the best tools for nanotechnology educa-
tion and establishing a community of practice to 
produce capacity-building tools for safe work-
ing with nanomaterials;

WP5 ENGAGE organised activities at the ‘down-
stream’ level of public communication on nano-
technologies including the NanoTube, NanoBa-
zaar, NanoGallery and NanoSlams. 
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•  30+ outreach and dialogue events organised throughout Europe, engaging citizens and 
stakeholders in the debate on nanotechnologies

• 70+ videos, posters, newsletters, presentations and articles
• 20+ activity reports, project fact sheets and policy briefs, available at: www.nanodiode.eu



NanoDiode is a project for outreach and dialogue on nanotechnologies, funded by the European Commission.  

From July 2013 to June 2016, NanoDiode has organised a range of engagement activities across Europe, involving stakeholders in 

a dialogue on the funding, performance and outcomes of nanotechnologies research.

The NanoDiode fact sheets present the different activities carried out as part of the project and discuss the main findings and 

recommendations. This is the first of a series of 14 fact sheets, see: www.nanodiode.eu/factsheets.

NanoDiode is a Coordination and Support Action funded by the European Union under the NMP Cooperation Work Programme, 

Grant Agreement n° 608891.

NanoDiode has contributed to nanotechnology 
governance by elucidating opportunities and chal-
lenges to the integration of societal considerations 
in nanotechnology research and innovation. The in-
dividual work packages provide recommendations 
for outreach and dialogue at the different levels of 
governance.  

On a more general level, the activities have en-
hanced mutual understanding between different 
stakeholders within the consortium. NanoDiode was 
in fact a social dialogue in itself: as a multi-stake-
holder initiative, it brought together opposing views 
towards the purpose of engagement.  The need for 
an approach towards outreach and dialogue that 
carries broad support led to an ‘all-partial’ perspec-
tive, where the purpose of public engagement is 
not to promote or oppose nanotechnologies, but 
to engage in dialogue on the different ways that 

nanotechnologies may shape our societies. This 
perspective encompasses the hopes and fears, the 
promises and concerns, the opportunities and risks 
of nanotechnologies. This matters to the question 
of nanotechnology governance, because effective 
governance requires viable mechanisms for stake-
holders to cooperate despite differences.

NanoDiode has presented opportunities to integrate 
societal considerations in research and innovation 
decisions. But it has identified challenges as well, 
such as the voluntary nature of stakeholder engage-
ment, the lack of effective integration mechanisms 
and the dominance of vested interests. Indeed, a 
deeper understanding of these challenges may be 
as valuable as knowing the opportunities: it points 
out that the capacity of research and innovation to 
effectively respond to societal challenges is a sys-
temic challenge. There are complex interdependen-
cies between decisions at the level of policy mak-
ing, research and production. A more responsive 
research and innovation system therefore requires a 
culture change in the way research and innovation 
are funded, performed and evaluated. 

PROJECT PARTNERS

Shape
engage

tomorrow

inspire

create

educate

Developing Innovative Outreach and Dialogue on responsible nanotechnologies in EU civil society

 

 

www.nanodiode.eu find us on

Grant Agreement No. 608891

d
es

ig
n 

S
tu

d
io

 H
B

text Daan Schuurbiers, De Proeffabriek  | design Hannie van den Bergh, Studio HB

MORE INFORMATION
De Proeffabriek 

Daan Schuurbiers

daan@proeffabriek.nl 

+ 31 6 143 652 16 

www.proeffabriek.nl

IVAM UvA BV 

Pieter van Broekhuizen

pvbroekhuizen@ivam.uva.nl

+ 31 20 525 6324

www.ivam.nl




