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The NanoDiode User Committees 
 

A user committee (UC) is a platform enabling the exchange of information about new 

scientific developments that are expected to enter the market in the form of innovative 

products or processes. 

The aim of UCs is not only to give a voice to 

stakeholders and citizens, but also to give 

them an opportunity to participate in the 

innovation process. This means they are 

involved in Research and Innovation (R&I) 

projects where they can provide their input 

(i.e., their preferences, wishes, (dis-) 

approval, fears, presumptions, etc.) on the 

envisaged products or processes, and to 

discuss these with the researchers. 

As such the UC allows the researchers to assess their ideas and expected results against the 

opinions of societal stakeholders (i.e., those who will become the “users” of any eventual 

products). This gives the researchers the opportunity to identify and resolve possible barriers 

to innovation. Adaptations to the research or product design could avoid or counteract 

identified dilemmas and attune R&I to societal values and needs.  

User Committees are an integral part of NanoDiode (full name: Developing Innovative 

Outreach and Dialogue on responsible nanotechnologies in EU civil society), a European 

project focused on stakeholder engagement in nanotechnology governance. 

The overall objective of the project is to support the effective governance of 

nanotechnologies by establishing a coordinated programme for outreach and dialogue 

throughout Europe. NanoDiode aims to encourage responsible research and innovation of 

nanotechnologies.  

This includes making nanotechnological R&I-activities understandable for stakeholders and 

assuring that the discussion connects to the daily practice of the actors involved. 

 

 

User Committees in the Netherlands, France, Italy, Austria and Germany 

The NanoDiode project will organize UCs in five countries: NL, FR, IT, AT and DE. The overall 

aim of the discussions is to: 

 Investigate to what extent the UC methodology might support responsible research and 

innovation.  

 Assist researchers in making their products more responsive to societal needs and 

values. 

 

                      Artist: Bert Kiewiet (1999), Assen NL 
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Each UC will elaborate a specific topic: 

NL:  Nano-applications for wastewater treatment 

FR:  Nano-applications for new energy resources 

IT:  Nanomaterials for antibacterial, cleaning, disinfection, de-pollution and self-cleaning 

applications 

AT: Nanomedicine –connecting fundamental research with industrial applications and 

pharmaceutical developments to solve the question: “How can society benefit from 

nanotechnology?” 

DE: Nanomaterials in building and housing for consumers and professional end users. 

 

The UCs will consist of around 10 – 12 participants with different backgrounds: 

 Nanotechnology researchers 

 Researchers in technology assessment 

 Industry (R&I actors, distributors, retailers) 

 Civil Society Organisations such as patient organisations, environmental NGOs, 

consumers’ organisations, trade unions, employers’ organisations, etc. 

 Government agencies 

 

 

Structuring the activities of UCs 

A general format for activities under the UCs is:  

 Introduction to the research project, 

including a presentation(s) by the research 

group, workplace or laboratory visited.  

 Identifying the societal context of the R&I 

activities and results (new applications and 

products), including initial users’ 

responses. 

 Discussion session identifying societal 

barriers and drivers for innovation. 

Conclusions and practical advice on how research or product design could respond to 

societal needs and concerns. 

 Follow-up discussion session with the same group taking place half a year or a year later, 

to evaluate how adaptations in the research or product design have been realised, and 

to assess the effects of user involvement in the research project. 
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Examples of issues to be addressed in the UCs: 

 What products are on the market today? 

 Reliability of the claims for the nano-products (risk/benefit -advantages, costs, safety, 

etc., in comparison to conventional approaches) 

 Communication across the production chain and responsibilities (including standards 

and labelling) 

 Approaches and methods for safety-by-design 

 Life-cycle impact of nano-related products 

 Other non-foreseen issues 

 

Timing 

The practical activities of the UCs will start towards the end of 2014. The first UC meetings 

will preferably take place before the end of 2014. Follow-up sessions will take place in 2015. 

 

Costs 

NanoDiode will cover organizational costs and reimburse travel and subsistence costs for the 

participants to the UC. Personnel costs cannot be reimbursed. 

 

Contact: 

  NL: IVAM UvA, Amsterdam 

 Pieter van Broekhuizen, pvbroekhuizen@ivam.uva.nl +3120 5256324 

 Hildo Krop hkrop@ivam.uva.nl +3120 5256569 

 RIC, Delft 

 Daan Schuurbiers daan.schuurbiers@proeffabriek.nl  +31614 365216 

FR: CEA, Grenoble 

 Yves Sicard yves.sicard@cea.fr +33680 915583 

IT: AIRI/Nanotec IT, Rome 

 Elvio Mantovani mantovani@nanotec.it +39068 848831 

 Andrea Porcari porcari@nanotec.it +39068 848831 

AT: BioNanoNet, Graz 

 Sonja Hartl sonja.hartl@bionanonet.at +43664 6028762132 

 Andreas Falk andreas.falk@bionanonet.at +43664 6028762115 

DE: Dialog Basis 

 Mikko Rissanen mikko.rissanen@dialogbasis.de +497157 721 3311 

NanoDiode project link:  www.nanodiode.eu 
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