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NanoDiode Guiding Principles for Public Engagement 

 

The NanoDiode project initiates a range of public engagement activities on nanotechnology research 

and innovation. Building on earlier research and experience, this document sets out the main 

principles that drive the engagement activities within NanoDiode.   

1. The NanoDiode consortium comprises a wide range of stakeholders involved in the governance of 

nanotechnologies, including researchers from the natural and social sciences, industrial 

associations, civil society organisations and the media. We have different motivations for engaging 

in the debate on nanotechnologies. We see this diversity as a strength: our engagement activities 

incorporate different visions on the role and purpose of nanotechnologies in society. They aim to 

transcend one-sided representations of either the benefits or risks of nanotechnology research 

and innovation by reflecting a much wider array of beliefs, hopes, convictions, doubts and 

concerns surrounding nanotechnologies.    

2. We realise that information is never neutral. Rather than wanting to ‘explain the facts’ on 

nanotechnologies, we want to elicit interest and invite reflection on the possible futures that 

technological advances may bring forth.  

3. Our purpose is not to promote acceptance, but to discuss the acceptability of nanotechnology 

research and innovation. Our activities are not intended simply to pave the way for 

nanotechnologies or to repair presumed knowledge deficits within the general public, but to 

engage broader publics in constructive dialogue on the ways that nanotechnology research and 

innovation may shape society.  

4. The format for these engagement activities will vary from country to country, taking into account 

cultural preferences and habits and acknowledging the rich cultural diversity within Europe.  

5. We aim to transcend the perspective of ‘benefits versus risks’. Instead, we consider the ‘soft 

impacts’ of nanotechnologies in addition to quantifiable impacts. 

6. Engagement is a mutual process. It requires responsiveness from those who engage in dialogue. 

This applies to the engagement activities themselves: they will avoid one-way information transfer 

and seek to enable a conversation instead. The condition of responsiveness also applies to the 

results of the activities. Citizens may shape their views and preferences in response to the 

interactions, but the outcomes of the dialogue should also be able to influence technological 

trajectories. This is why we seek to enable feedback from the activities towards the level of 

research and policy making. 

7. It will be impossible, even with an unlimited budget, to engage every citizen of Europe; but we 

extend an invitation to all those who feel inclined to share their views, and for whatever reason 

(wanting to be informed, to engage in dialogue, to voice concern, etc).  

 

The principles outlined here constitute the bottom line for all communication and engagement 

activities by the NanoDiode consortium. They will inform the activities undertaken throughout the 

duration of the project and will be used as qualitative evaluation criteria. These principles will also 

serve as input for policy feedback towards the end of the project.  


